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I 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.102, Applicants hereby petition to make the 
subject patent application "special" for the purpose of expediting the examination of such 
application. 

This petition is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h). Should 
any deficiency exist, the Commissioner is authorized to charge our deposit account 
number 502,428. 

In connection with this petition, the Applicants, through their attorney, 
respectfully submit that: 

(a) the subject application is a new application, i.e., one which has not received 
any examination by an examiner; 
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(b) all of the claims are directed to a single invention (in the event that the Office 
determines that all of the claims presented are not to a single invention, the Applicants* 
will make an election without traverse as a prerequisite to the grant of special status); 

(c) a pre-examination search of the claims in the subject application, which are 
generally directed to the same subject matter as set forth in its corresponding EP 
application (EP 1 209 904), has been performed by a foreign patent office, namely, the 
European Patent Office, and a copy of the search report is being submitted herewith; 

(d) one copy of the references deemed most closely related to the subject matter 
encompassed by the claims of the subject application are being submitted herewith; and 

(e) a detailed discussion of the references is being submitted herewith. 

Believing that all of the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 have been met, the 
favorable consideration of this Petition To Make Special is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully Submitted; 



Date: April 22, 2003 




Gary RL Jarosk i 
Reg. No. 3519Q6 
Greenberg Traurig 
77 W. Wacker Drive, Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 456-8449 
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This published patent is directed to a commercial message timer of an appliance 
which, when enabled by a user, stores data indicative of a first tuned station and begins 
timing a predetermined time period. Upon expiration of the predetermined time period, 
the first tuned station is automatically reselected by the appliance, if it had been 
deselected by the user after the timer was enabled. To enable the timer, the user presses a 
timer key (206) of a remote control unit (200) for the purpose of transmitting a "timer" 
command to the appliance. It is upon receipt of the "timer command" from the remote 
control that the appliance stores the current channel being viewed and starts the timer. 

In contrast, the claimed invention is directed to a remote control adapted to 
provide a return to channel feature for a media device not equipped for a return to 
channel feature - such as the appliance disclosed in the subject, published patent. Thus, 
the subject, published patent fails to provide for the claimed remote control having a 
timer for timing a predetermined interval or programming for storing a primary channel 
indicator in memory in response to a first predetermined user action, for starting the timer 



in response to a second predetermined user action, and for transmitting to an appliance a 
signal corresponding to the primary channel indicator upon expiration of the 
predetermined interval. For at least these reasons, the claims of the subject application 
are believed to be allowable over this art. 

US 2001/0013124 
This published patent application is directed to a system that substitutes 
alternative video and/or audio signals to the television of a viewer during the airing of an 
advertisement. An advertising database is maintained where each entry includes the 
channel which is scheduled to carry the advertisement to be intercepted, the start time of 
the advertisement to be intercepted (a pre-established criteria), a second channel to which 
the television is to be tuned to, and, optionally, the duration of time for which the 
television should remain tuned to the second channel. Alternatively, the pre-established 
criteria to change channels may be based on certain changes detected in the tuned 
television signal. In either case, upon the occurrence of the pre-established criteria, the 
television builds instructions to change channels from the information located in the 
database. 

In contrast, the claimed invention is directed to a remote control adapted to 
provide a return to channel feature for a media device not equipped for a return to 
channel feature - such as the appliance disclosed in the subject, published patent 
application. Thus, the subject, published patent application fails to provide for the 
claimed remote control having a timer for timing a predetermined interval or 
programming for storing a primary channel indicator in memory in response to a first 
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predetermined user action, for starting the timer in response to a second predetermined 
user action, and for transmitting to an appliance a signal corresponding to the primary 
channel indicator in response to expiration of the predetermined interval. For at least 
these reasons, the claims of the subject application are believed to be allowable over this 
art. 

U.S. 5,883,680 

This published patent is directed to a programmable remote control. Specifically, 
the remote control features a return key 102. The return key 102 allows a user to 
program a channel number to be associated therewith, so that he/she can easily return to 
that channel number, after having, for example, scanned through (or "surfed through") a 
series of channel numbers using the channel up and channel down keys. For example, if 
the user is currently viewing channel 3, and wishes to momentarily scan through other 
channels, he/she simply temporarily programs the return key 102 with the current channel 
number, by, for example, pressing the add key and then the return key 102. The user then 
may proceed to scan through other channels, as desired. When the user wishes to return 
to the channel that he/she was viewing, e.g., channel 3, the user simply presses the return 
key 102, which causes the generation of electrical signals corresponding to coded 
infrared sequences that instruct the controlled device to tune to the channel number 
temporarily programmed into the memory location associated with the return key 102. 

In contrast, the claimed invention is directed to a remote control adapted to 
provide an automatic return to channel feature for a media device not equipped for a 
return to channel feature. Thus, the manually operated system of the subject, published 
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patent fails to provide for the claimed remote control having a timer for timing a 
predetermined interval or programming for storing a primary channel indicator in 
memory in response to a first predetermined user action, for starting the timer in response 
to a second predetermined user action, and for transmitting to an appliance a signal 
corresponding to the primary channel indicator in response to expiration of the 
predetermined interval. For at least these reasons, the claims of the subject application 
are believed to be allowable over this art. 



6 



